
Mountain Laurel TrailStar Review 



L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎΦ Why bother when there are others that do it better? However, every now and 

again something comes along that little bit special that appears to have been missed, and this is certainly 

the case with the Mountain Laurel TrailStar shelter.  

I think this tarp has been somewhat overshadowed by the same ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ enormously popular Duomids, 

but in my opinion this is such a special shelter that it deserves some serious consideration. L ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ 

anything by half, so this is very long review for real gear geeks only. For the rest, though, I will summariseΧ  

This is the lightest, largest, most storm-proof sub 1kg shelter I have ever used or seen, and quite possibly on 

the planet. Stability is so good that I cannot think of any other shelter even at up to three times its weight 

that could match it. At a cost of only £112 including 

p&p this is just an absolute bargain for the UK 

environment. 

For the gear geeks, letΩs continue!  

The TrailStar 

Mountain Laurel describe the TrailStar as offering 

άōƻƳōŜǊ ŀƭǇƛƴŜ ǿƛƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴέ, so at 425g it 

sounded ideal as a Scottish winter tarp providing 

enough internal space to take me and my inflated 



Packraft with all the additional kit required. 

This shelter is ǎƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά{έΦ bƻ ȊƛǇǎΣ no Velcro, no doors, no 

fuss, no hype: just five equally sized 7ft long triangular Silnylon panels, 

sewn together to create a very large pentagon shaped shelter. Floor space 

is quoted at a minimum of 50sq/ft depending on the pitch. Entry can be by 

any of the five panels which, depending on the pitching height, can be 

flush with the ground or over 1m high. There are 10 pegging points on the 

perimeter and they all have Linelocs fitted, allowing for quick and easy 

tensioning. Reinforcement panels are taped and then sewn to all the 

pegging points, and the apex where the pole will sit is lined with dyneema to prevent wear. There is only 

one point to attach external guys, and thŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ of the apex. 

LΩǾŜ never used it. Internally there are many gear hanging points for 

drying lines, or for attaching bivi hoods. Included with the shelter is a 

large tube of silicone seam sealing adhesive, a generously sized stuff sack 

and an enormous amount of cord for the pegging points (40ft). I would 

have liked to see some extra Silnylon patches for field repairs, and was 

surprised that none were included. 

Final weight for the fully seam-sealed shelter with cord for the pegging 

points is 528g. My peg pack adds 84g for 10 pegs, and I made a fitted half 



sized Silnylon groundsheet for the shelter at 144g. Total trail weight 756g. Cost is a very reasonable $155 + 

$25 p&p to the UK. 

Mountain Laurel 

Most will already know of Mountain Laurel, and many will have had previous dealings. Myself and Andy 

have long been fans of wƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ, and with all my purchases over the years I have probably 

single handedly funded this growth from a small one-man operation to what it is today! I like the quality, 

the innovative products and the keenness of headman and founder Ron Bell to help with any 

customisation of his products so that they fit your 

needs. What I ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wait; but Ron is 

upfront about this, and clearly tells you the 

expected timescale on his websiteΩs front page. 

Still, perfection takes time, and you should expect 

to wait up to two months should you order any 

non-stock items for their arrival in the UK. 

Tarp or tent? 

This is a hard one to answer, and we will all have 

our own opinions. It appears even Mountain Laurel 

cannot decide. They put it into the Ψ{heltersΩ 



category along with the Duomids, but in the 

description they say άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŀǊǇΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦΦΦέ 

Personally, I would call it a tarp. The TrailStar has 

all the benefits of a tarp such as a large size to 

weight ratio, simple reliable design, superb 

unrestricted views, a quick flexible pitch and good 

value for money. However, it offers the looks and 

protection of a good tent. The best of both worlds, 

perhaps? You decide. 

Whinges and problems... 

My TrailStar emerged from the customs lottery with a £15 charge label stuck on it. However, it still 

somehow ended up through my letter box delivered for free. Bonus! Work that one out...  

As always, I gave the product a quick once over and it looked a fine ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ LΩƳ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ noticed 

that stitching quality was good but not perfect, with some not-very-straight stitch lines and some threads 

that ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ finished off. Not a big deal becauseτas with most sheltersτit is delivered without the 

seams having been sealed, and sealing will prevent any further loosening of the seam stitching. However, I 

do like to see threads finished off securely.   



Quickly the TrailStar was packed away until the weekend for seam sealing. On that point, is it right that 

companies send out their products unfinished? Would you buy a new shelter that leaks? Should we, the 

customers, have to complete a product? TƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ a dig at Mountain Laurel, as all similar products are 

supplied un-sealed. But should they be??? 

Seam sealing is a horribly smelly and messy task that is best done with the shelter pitched in the garden. 

For a long, reliable seam life I prefer to seal my seams under the same kind of load that they will 

experience when pitched for real. No instructions on seam sealing are supplied, so I expect Mountain 

Laurel assume it will be applied neat, and ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘǳōŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

do it that way, though. I find the sealant way too thick from the tube, and it peels off 

much quicker in use. What I want is a thin, runny liquid that, when brushed on, will 

flow into the tensioned seams, so I mix 1 part silicone to 2 parts thinner. This 

produces a runny mixture that flows, yet also gives a long leak-free service life.  

Application speed is important, as after mixing the mixture goes off very quickly. I find 

that after 5 minutes the mixture is unusable, so small quantities mixed often are the 

key. Leave pitched for a few hours until dry, and then leave the shelter unpacked for a 

few more days for final curing. 

Seam sealing was going well until I noticed a fine 2cm cut in the fabric... The cut had 

been missed during my earlier quick check because it was so fine that it was only 



noticeable when pitched and under load. The test of any company is how they perform when there is a 

problem, and a quick email was sent to Ron asking what he intended to do about it. Ron replied promptly, 

informing me that he had personally built me a new one and that it would be in the post the following day. 

A week later the new TrailStar arrived in the UK, and I was pleased to see that Ron had also thrown in one 

of his pack pockets (worth $16) for my troubles. bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ I call good service.  

Pitching 

Pitching had always been my main concern with this tarp before it arrived. The pentagon shape looked 

complicated and fiddly, ōǳǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ 

remarkably easy and quick to pitch and, as 

with all good tarps, pitching options are 

limited only by imagination. I settled on 

just two, which reflected the conditions I 

intended to use this shelter in; I simply 

call them the low pitch or the high pitch. 

Low pitch is for ultimate stability and the 

high is for comfort.  

Neither pitch requires much of the 

supplied cord, so LΩǾŜ added 60 cm to all 


