Mountain Laurel Trailfar Review




L R2Yy Qi Yy 2 N¥YWhi bother Rien thile @k Stiiess that do it betteHowever every now and
again something comes along that little bit special that appeaisatce been missedind this iscertainly
the casewith the Mountain Laurel Trait& shelter.

| think this tarphas beersomewhatovershadowed by theameO 2 Y LJI gfigribasly populaDuomids
but in my opinionthis is such a special shelter that it deserves some serious considerhtionR 2 y Q (i
anything by halfso this is very longeviewfor real gear geeks onlfor the rest though,l will summaris&

This ighe lightest, largest, mosttorm-proofsub 1kg shelterhave ever usedr seenand quite possibly on
the planet Stability is so good thdtcamot think of anyother shelter everat up tothree times itsweight
that could matchit. At a cost ofonly £112 including
p&p this is just an absolutdargain for the UK
environment

For the gear geek&t@ continue
TheTrailSar

Mountain Laurel describe the TrailStas offering
G02YOSNI |t LIAYS , sbiay &5gLid
sounded idealas a Scottishwinter tarp providing = e
enough internalspa@ to takeme andmy inflated B e o0



Packraftwith all the additional kit required.

This shelterisa A YLJX A OA & & A K nd Vel®d, hdloord no
fuss, nohype just five equally sizedft long triangular Silnylonpanels
sewn togetherto createa very large pentagon shapehelter.Floor pace
s guoted at a minimum of 50sqg/ft depending on the pitémtrycan be by
any of the five panels whigldepending on the pitcimg height, can be
flush with the ground oover 1m high.Thereare 10 pegging points on the
perimeter and they allhave Linéocs fitted allowing for quickand easy
tensioning. Reinforcement panels are taped ariden sewn to all the
pegging pointsand the apex where the pole will sit is lined with dyneema to prevent wEagre is only
one point to attach external guyand th- 0 Q& N 3 Kfithe pgx G KS G 2 LJ

L Q@kfer usedit. Internally there are many gear hamgi points for 2

drying lines or for attaching bivi hoodsincluded with the shelter is a
large tube ofsiliconeseam sealing adhesiveganerouslysized stuff sack ""
and an enormous amount of cord for the pegging points (40ft). | would p—
have liked to see some extra Silnylon patchesfifeld repairs and was - ‘
surprisedthat none were included

Final weight for thefully seamsealedshelter with cord for the pegging /A" DL ’;’; SN
points is 528gMy peg pack adds 84gr 10 pegsand| made a fitted half £ A

a{é



sized 8nylon groundsheet for the sheltet 144g. Total trail weight 796 Cost is a very reasonable $155 +
$25 pé&p to the UK.

Mountain Laurel

Most will already know of MountainLaure] and many willhave had previous dealingdMyself and Andy
have longbeenfansefi2 Yy Q& RS @S ,arndwiyi al my pzicthasedvéar dhe years have probably
singlehandedy funded thisgrowth from a small onenan operation to what it isoday! | like the quality

the innovative products and the keenness of headmand founder Ron Bell to help with any
customisation of his productso thatthey fit your AP o
needs. Whatl R2 y Qi AaitSbut/Ran is (i’
upfront about this and clealy tells you the ¢
expected timscale on his websif® front page &
Still, perfection takes timeand you shouldexpect |
to wait up to two months should you order any
non-stock itemdor their arrivalin the UK

Tarp or tent?

/
This is a hard one to answand wewill all have / ‘
our own opinions It appearsevenMountain Laurel e
cannot decide They put it into the WHelters sSEe




category along with the Duomiddout in the
description they saygd L 41 Qa | & NEH
Personally | would call it a tap. The Trailg&r has
all the benefits of a tarp such as a large size to
weight ratio, simple reliable design,superb
unrestrictedviews,a quick flexible pitch andjood )
value for money However it offers thelooks and \
protection of agoodtent. The kestof both worlds | \ :
perhaps?Youdecide. o B\
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Whinges and ppblems...

My Trail®ar emerged fromthe customs lottery with a £15 chardabel stuckon it. However, it still
somehow ended ughrough my letter boxdelivered for freeBonus!Work that one out...

As alwaysl gave the product @uick once over and it lookealfine LIN2 RdzOG @ L QY Inotidets NF S C
that stitching quality was good but not perfeaith some notvery-straightstitch lines and soméhreads

that K I Ry Q (finishef &fyNot a big deabecatser as with most sheltersit is delivered without the

seans having been sealednd sealingvill prevent anyfurther loosening of the seam stitchinglowever |

do like to see threads finisheuff securely



Quickly the Traildr waspackedaway until theweekend for seansealing. On that points it right that
companies send out theproducts unfinishe@ Would you buy anew shelter that leaks? Should wthe
customes, have to complete a productK A & aAda Yat®lduntain Laurelas all similar products are
suppliedun-sealed But should they be???

Seam sealing is a horribgmelly andmessytask that is best donavith the shelterpitchedin the garden
For a long reliable seam life | prefer to sealmy seams under the samkind of load that they will
experiencewhen pltched forreal. No instructions on seam seallng are supplledl expect Mountain
Laurel assume it will bapplied neatanda 0 NI A 3KG FNRBY GKS I NBHS
- doit that way, though! find the sealantway toothick from the tube and it peels off
. much quicker in useWhat!| want is a thin runny liquid that when brushed onwill
' flow into the tensioned seamsso | mix 1 partsilicone to2 parts thinner This
' produces a runny mixture thdlows, yet also gives a long ledkee servicelife.

~ Application speed is importanpasafter mixing the mixturegoes off very quickly. | find
| that after 5 minutes the mixture is unusableo small quantitiesmixed often are the
key. Leave pitched for a few hours uhtiry, andthen leave the shelter unpacked for a
few more days for final curing.

Seam sealing was going well untioticed a fine2cm cut in the fabric.. The cuthad
been missed dung my earlier quick checkecause it was sfine that it wasonly




noticeable when pitche@nd under loadThe test of any company is how they perform when there is a
problem and aquick emailwas sentto Ronasking what he intendetb do about it. Ron repliegoromptly,
informing me that he hadpersonally built me amew oneand that itwould be in the post the following day
A week later the new TrailStarrivedin the UK and| was pleased to see th&onhad also thrown in one
of his pack pocketgvorth $16) for my troublesb 2 ¢ (i K| [c&ll@ood fervide.

Pitching

Pitching had always beemy mainconcernwith this tarp before it arrived. The pentagon shape looked
complicatedand fiddly, 6 dzi | OddzZ- ft t & AGQa

remarkablyeasy and quicko pitchand, as

with all good tarps pitching options are

limited only by imagination | settledon

just two, which reflected the conditiond

intended to use this sheltein; | simply

call them the low pitch orthe high pitch.

Low pitch is for ultimate stability andhe
highisfor comfort.

Neither pitch requires much of the
supplied cord soL Q&i&d60 cmto all



